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MODERN FAITH HEALING.

F. ANTON MESMER.
AMON'G those who lhave applied to the.hiealing of disease
the latent and ill-defined force which, for want of a better
term is kniown as suggestion, a conspicuous place is
occupied by Anton Mesmer. Unlike Valentine Greatrakes
and Gassner, wlho caine like shadows and so departed,
Mesmer's stanip has left a lasting impression on the historv
of miiedicine. This is partly no doubt because he had
beeni duly admitted in nostro docto cor:pore, but it is
mainly to be attributed tothe fact that he made his appear-
anci, in Paris at a time when the reaction of credulity
against the rationalist doctrines of the encyclopaedists had
reached its highest pitch, when religion had been destroyed,
aiid its place had been taken by superstition. Moreover,
Mesmer was an Austrian, and as such was regarded with
interest, if not with sympathy, by Marie Antoinette. To
lher influence it miiay be conjectured wvere due his vogue in
the French capital, and the offers made to him at one time
by tlle Governiment.

Tlhougli Mesnuer did not discover the force which lie
called "aniniial magnetism," and which has been variously
called " Mesmiierism," " Braidism,"
and Hypnotism," he certainly
succeeded in directing to it closer
and miore general attention than it
liad ever received before. Since there
can be no doubt that the application
of ;' aniimal magnetism " as practised
by hiln regquired as a condition of its

operatioil full belief, or at any rato a
state of animiiated expectancy, in,
the patienit, lhe deserves a place in
the series of miodern faith healers.
There appears to be some doubt

both as to the date and the place of
Mesnier's birth. According to some
lie made his first appearance on
what Lear calls " this great stage
of fools "-Lear's description of theworldl has a peculiar appropriate-,
iess in connexion with faith-healing
-on May 23rd, 1733, at Meersburg;-
according to others at Weil, near
Lake Constance; others, again, say .>-
that lie first saw the light in Suabia, FIG. 1.-FRDRICH
in 1734; wlhilst another authority
states that lie was born at Vienna in 1740. He studied
miedicine at the University of Vienna, among his teachers
being Van Swieten and de-Haen. He had been interested
in astrology, and when he took his doctor's degree in 1766,
the title of his thesis was De Planetars'n Influxa. In
it he conitended that, in accordance with the known prin-
ciples of attraction between the heavenly bodies, these
spheres also exercise a direct action on all the constituent
1) a living bodies, particularly on the nervous system,
through the medium of a fluid which penetrates everything.'
He says that he determined this action by the intension

and remission of the properties of matter and organized
bodies such as gravity, cohesion, elasticity, irritability,
electricity. He maintained that just as the tides are pro-
duced by the alternating effects of gravitation, so the
intensioii and remission of the properties above enumerated
occasion in living bodies alternating effects analogous to
those seen in the sea. By these considerations he claimned
to lhave proved that the animal body, being subjected to
the sam-ie action, was also subject to a kind of flux and
reflux. He called the property of the animal body which
makes it susceptible to the action of the heavelly bodies
and of the earth " animal magnetism." By this magnetism
also lie explains the monthly periods in wvonien, and
generally the rem-issions and intermissions seen in disease.

It should be said here that Mesmer's mniedical equiipuient
was regarded by those who knew hini as slender, while

A1f(e,'moire su- la 4,e(inuverte diu m,sqgio'tismc anin7oal. Par AL. Mes3ier,
Doctetir eni Mdecine, de la FacultO de Vienni'e. A (Ginve, et se trouve
.A Paris, cliez P. Fr. Didot le jeune, Libraire. Im-iprimeur de Monsieur
qua des Augustins. 1779.
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experts thouglht himn ignorant of science. In a word,
Mesmer klnew little of physic and still less of physics.
It is not surprising, therefore, that lYis efforts to secure
recognitioii of his "discoveries" from the leaders of
the medheial profession in Vienna were in vain; nor
was lie more successful with the scientific societies
either of Vienna, Paris, London, and Berlin. The
Acad6snie dles Sciences of Paris and the Royal Society of
London mnore or less politely indicated that they con-
sidered hiin a visionary. Notwithstanding this cold recep-
tion, Mesmer proceeded to treat diseases by his methods
and to claim cutres by miiagnetism. He seems to have
got the idea from Ii'ather Hell, Astronomer to the Em-
peror. It is certaini tllat Hell furnished bim with specially
prepared magnets'which lie hiimself had used in the treat-
melt of diseases, and wlhen Mesmer began to use the same
method lie was naturally accused by Hell of stealing his
thunder. An unedifying controversy followe(l, the end of
wbiell was that Mesmer professed to cure not by magnets
but by " animal miagnetisni."
We think the best way to enable the reader to judge fot

hiniself how muitell credit is to be attached to Mesmer's
account of Iiis "cuires" will be to quote some examples of
tlhelmi as reported by hiiimself. The following is his account
of onle of tlhe cases on which lhe strove to base his doctrine :2

Case of 31iss Oesterlinie.
It was especially in. the years 1773 and 1774 that I undertcok

at my house the treatment of an un-
married lady, aged 29, named Oester-
'i;ie. Attacked several years before

X by a colnvulsive disease, the most
troublesome symptoms of which were
that the blood rushed with impetuositvX to the head, and excited in that pa-t

.;:!5.e'^,_"' ,'''agonizing pain in the teeth and ears,
which were followed by delirium,
m-iialliacal elatement, vomiting, and

F i E _ I syncope. This was for mc a most
: favourable opportunity of observing

exactly the kind of flux and refluix
which animal magnetism causes in
the human body. The patient often
had salutary crises and a remarkable
relief was the result; but this was but

I mom1ientary and always imperfect.
The wish to discover the cause cf
this imperfection and my uninter-
rupted observations led me gradually
to the point of recognizing the opera-
tion of Nature and of attaining to a-ufficient understanding of it to fore-
see and predict without uncertainty
the different revolutions of the dis.
ease. Encouraged by this first su ccess,
I was no longer doubtful as to the

ANTON MESMER. possibility of bringing it to perfec-
tion; if I could succeed in dis-

covering that there existed between the bodies that make up
our globe a reciprocal action like to that of the Heavenly bodies
by meaiis of whicli I should be able to imitate artificially the
periodical revolutiolns of flux and reflux of which I have
spoken.

I had the usual kniowledge about the magnet-its action on
iron, anid the readiness of our humours to combine with that
mineral, and the various attempts made with it in France,
Germany, and Englanid in the treatment of diseases of the
stomachl aiid toothache were known to me. These reasoils, to-
gether witlh the analogy of the properties of that substance with
the general system, made me regard it as the most suitable
for this kind of experimeiit. To assure myself of the success of
the experinient I prepared the patient in an interval between
the attacks by a continiuous administration of iron preparations.
The patient havinig felt, on July 28th, 1774, a renewal of her
usual attacks, I applied to the stomach and the two legs three
magnets. There resulted shortly afterwards extraor(iniary
sensation-s; she felt initernallv paiinful currents of a subtile sub-
stance, which after different attempts to find their way, directed
themselves towards the lower part and caused a cessation of all
the symptoms durinig six hours.3 The condition of the patient

2 01). cit., p. 12.
3 IIn a letter to Dr. Uniigen lie gives a miore detailed description of the

effects of the miiagnets. "She at once felt a burning tearing pain
whicll rose fromi the feet to the iliac crests where it joined a similar
pain which caine dowii on one side from the place where the magnet
was attached to the breast and went up on the other to the head.
ending at the crown. This pain, as it ceased, left in all tho joints a
burniuig heat like fire. This magnetic 'vapour' seems sometimes to
lireak in differenit places, sometimies to joini itself with iinipetuosity.
The patient a n(l tlhosc about her were frightened by this phenoniienon
and expressed the opinion that the experilmlent should cease. I in-
sisted, however, and I applied still other mnagnets to the lower parts.
Then she felt come down with inlpetuosity the liuns wlhich had
affected the upper part. U'his transference of pain lasted the whole
night, anid was accompanied biy an albundant sweat of the paralysed
side at the tiiiie of the previous fit. Finally, all the symptoms ceased
little by little, and the patient having become insensihli to thA metion
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on the niext day- having placed me in a plosition to renew the
same experiment I was equally successfulf. My observation of
these effects . . . threw a new light on the matter; in confirm-
.ng my previous ideas as to the influtence of the general agent it
taught me that another principle cauised the madnet, incapable
by itself of doing so, to act on the nerves, and made m--e see that
I had only some steps to take to arrive at the indita(tiie thleor-y
which was the object of my research.

Further on he says:

Mliss Oesterline had a fright anidI a clhill, whbicl caused

sudden suppression; slhe fell hack inlto lher former conivulsions.
I inivited Dr. Ilgenlioulze 4 to comlle to my-iv house. He came,

accomnpanie(l by a

~young dloctor: the

M*n patienit was then inLt Dim a state of syncope

wNithi convuils-ions.
I miade himn go near-
the patient whilst I

wvent apart, telling
im to touch, her

Slhe made In-o move
ment. Icalledlhim
t) me and91 com mu-t
licated tohim ani-

mnal magnetismo )y-

~~~,J ~~~holdinig liis hanids.
I then miade hiim go
back to the patient,
isiyself still keepinf g
apart, aind told Ihi

and asked to idicate the one to touch herasecod
time. Thedeupl-on
colsiulsive move-
mieents cameoni I

muhade h repeat

gottesaeefect.I then the several times this-
touching, whieh hie
(lid with the end of

ihis flinger, of WhI

lie eachi timne varied

thle direction, an

always, to hiis great

surprise, he caused

a convulsive effect

in th paret which
lie touche. This

FIs.I d tHe MAfnerTISEA t operation over, he

told me that he was
convinced. I proposed a secondrxperiment. We went away from

the patient, so that we could notl)be i besb ereven hiad she
been conscious. I offered M. Ingehlioulze six porcelain cups
and askedlim to indicate the one to which he wished
I should communicate the magnetic virtue. I touched the one
chosenbey him.; I then lad the sixchp3s suticessively applied
to the patient'shand, when we caine to that one whieIe had
touched the hand made a movement and showedl si ns of
fee'ling pain. M. Ingenhoulze, having applied thle six cups,

got the same effect. I then hiad ethe Cups taken back to the

place from whiceh they had been takeii, andr after a certain

time, holding him hy the hand, I told him to tocuch with the
other whichever of the cups hie wvishled. This lie -did. onl
these cups being brought near the patient the samie effect
followed.

i proposel to him a tiird experiment to make him see, its

action [that of magnetism] at a distance, and its penetrating
virtue. I directed i-ly finger tdwards the patient at a distance

of eight paces: a moment later her body was in convutlsions
to such a degree as to raise her upon her bed witlh
manifestations of pain; I continued in the same position to

dlirect my finger towards the patienit, placing M. Ingenhoulze
b)etween lier and myself. She hiad the samie sensationis.
These experimeiits having been repeated at the desire of

M Isigeiihonilze, I asked hin if hie was satisfied, offering,
if he were not, to repeat ouir procedures. His answer was

that he wished for nothing' m-ore, alid that he -was cecu-
vinced...We separated.' I went near the patient to con-

tinue my treatment; it had the happiest resuilt. I suiccec-led
the same day in re establishing the ordinary couirse of niatuire,
and in stopping by that mdeans all the symptoms caused by the

suppression. Two days later I- learnt wvitli amazementithat
M. Ingenhoulze said thiings in public altogether the opposite of

what lie had said to me; that lie denied the success of the

various experiments which he had witnessed.

Mesmer adds that he was about to makie a comnplaint
about this when the lady, learning of the conduct of

M. Ingenhoulze, was so hurt at being compro'mised in suich

of the magnet was cured of that attack. She hias since had several
relapses which were cured easily and promptly. I attribuite these
relapses to her extreme weakness and to the duration of the disease.
I advise her to cairy constantly some magnets, and since that time
she has regained her health and is well."
4This physician is described by Me,m r as an inoculator at Vienna.

In Baron's Life of Jennqier will be fouind a correslpondenee between
Jenner and Ingenhotulze on the subject of vaccination. He was
prominent as P man of science, and Nias a Fellow of our Ployal
Societv.

a way that she fell back into her former state, aggravated by
a nervous fever. Her condition required all his attention
during fifteen days. He goes on: "It was in tlese circumn-
stances that, continuing my researches, I was fortunato
enough to overcome thecdifficulties which stood-in mny way,
anid to give to my thc9ry the perfection I wi.;ied. Tlhe
cure of this lady was its first fruiit, and I have hadi thel
satisfaction of seeing lher since that time enjoy good llealth,
get married, and bear clhildreil."
Furtler on lhe speaks of strikinig cures wrouglht in Stiabia

and in hospitals under the eyes of the physiciaiis of Berlle
and Zurich. These, he says, left therm convined, of the,
existence of animal magnetisin and the useftulness of his
tlieory..

Alesmier an(l Ga8sner.
Here comes a referenec to Jolhann Joseplh Gassner, a

faith-healer of whom1 an account appeared in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL Of January 15th, 1910, which-we think
it well to quote, as Mesmer's cur6s were compared to those
of Gassner by -several of his contemporaries, and it is
stated by some that it was -the observation of Gassnier's
" cures "tlhat convinced hiim that the use of magnets w"as
unnecessary:

It was from the year 1774 to that of 1775 that an ecclesiastic,
a maii of goo(d faith, but of excessive zeal, wrought in theo
diocese of Ratisbon, on different patients of the nervous class,
effects which appeared to be supernatural.... His reputation
sp5read to Vienna. . . . My experience. had already taught me
that this man was in this matter only the instrument of Nature.
It was only because his profession, with, the help of chance,
determined in him, certain. natural combinations that he
renewed the, perio(lical symptoms of the diseases withopt
knowing the cause of them. The terminiation of these
paroxysms was regarded as beingpreal cures; tiime alone could
disabuse the public.

Tile Case of iss Paradlis.
Returning to Vienna, Mesmer undertook, amona other

patients, the case ef' Miss Paradis, -aged 18 years, wlho
had been abso-
lutely blind since
the age of 4.

It was a perfect
guitta serena with

convulsive imove-
ments of the eyes.
Shie was, moreover,

the subject of

melancholia, ac- _
companied by ob- ^ -
structions of the

spleen and liv'er,
which often threw

her into fit-s of de-

lirium and mania

sufficienit to pro(duce
the impression th'at
shec was absolutely
mad. iiextu, lier-

tookc the case of a

girl namedI Zwel-

years, who lhad
been blind sinice the

agce of 2 owing to a

gulttal screwt accom-

pan-iedby awrinklecl
anid very thicek opa-_

citv of the corn ea

with atrophly of the

globe. Slhe wvas,
moreover, subject
to periodlical spit- --

ting of blood. I lhad (/
this girl from the

Orplhanage at
ienna. er bh d- _---- ,,, ............. ... ,,

ness was -attested FIeG 3.
bv the directors. . .
The father and mother of" Miss Paradis, witnesses of lher
cure . busily spread the news abroad and their satis-
faction at the resuilt. . . The two presidents of the Faculty
at tlhe head of a deputation of that body . . . came to my
house, and having examined the youLng lady loudly added
their testimony to that of the public. Dr. von Stbrck, oiie of
these gentlemen, who was particularly acquainited witli the
young -person, having treated her for ten years 'without any
success, exlpressed to me his satisfaction at so interestinig
a cure.

Among tlhe doctors who came to satisfy their curiosity,
says Mesmer, was Dr. Bartlh, Professor of Ophthalmology,
and an operator for cataract. He had even recognized
twice that Miss Paradis enjoyed the power of vision. But
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adds Mesmer, Bartli, carried away by envy, boldly spread
aboutamong tlhe public tllat the younig lady didnot see,
and that lie lhad assuredl himself of tlle fact. Alesmer
conltinues:

It was in vatin that the public repeated to him that a tllousand-.'
witnesses deposecl in favour of thecure; he alonie mnaintaining
to tlhe contrary, associated himiiself in this wvith MI.Iingeinhoulze,
the inoculator ofwvhom Ihave spoken. These two person)s . .

(conspired to removeMiss Paradis from myiv-care, in the state of
inperfection in whiclhlher eyes still were. . . With this object
cndeavours were miiade to excite M. Paradis by the fear that
pension of Iiis daughter woul(d be withdrawn, together vith
ms%ny other advantages wlhichwere set fortlh to hiim. In conse-
quencehe claimied Ihis dLaughter. Slhe, together withlher mother,
expressed helrunmwillingness and the fear that her cure would b)e
imperfect. Her withdrawal was insisted upon, and this
disappointment, by renewinig her convLulsions, occasionied a
troublesome relapse. This, liowev er, lhadnlo colnsequence
as regards her eves: she continued to improve in the
use of them. The father, seeing that she was better. . .

ag,ain demand(led his daughter and forced his wife to inisist
uponl it. . . Tle girl resisted; . . the mother, who uip to
that time . . . had l)egged me to cxcuse the extravagances of
lier husband, came on April 29tlh to intimate to mi-e that she
intended to removeher daughter at oice. . . This announce-
inent wvas heard byher daughter; it excited hler, anid slhe was
seized witlh convulsions. Slhe was assisted by Couniit Pelle-
grini, one of my patienlts. The motlher, wlio hear(d her cries,
left me suddenly, tore her (laughter iolently from the lhan(ls
of the person wlho was as3isting lher, saying: ".Unhappy girl,
tlhou also art in the p)lot witl the people of this house!
and in lher fury thlrew her with lher head againist tlhe wall. All
the symptonms of the unfortuniate patienit againi showed themii-
tselves. I hastened to her assistance; tlle mother, still furiouis.
thlrew herself uiponl me to prevent mny doing so, loading me witli
autlse. I got lher awa) with the hielp of certain members of my
family and went back to hier dauglhter to resider assistance.
Wlilst I was busy with herI hear(d freslh screams of rage and
repeated efforts to openi and shut alteriiatively the door of the
room in which I was. It was M. Para(lis, wvho, oIn the iniforma-
tioIn of a servant of hiis wife, hiad foree(d his way into my lhouse
*3word in hand..... The nmalnian wvas disarmed, anid left my
house after showerinig inmprecations on me anld -my famiily.
His wife lla(l fainited. I ordere(r tlhat the help of whiclh slhe
hlad nieed should 1e giveen to hei-, and slhe went away some
lhours later. But their unhappy (lauiglhter was attacked by
vomiting, convulsions, aild maniacal attacks whichl tlie slightest,
sotuid especially that of bells, brou'ghit oni inaggra-ated dlegree.
i3he had even relapsed inito her originial blind(1llness owinig to the
violence of the blow caused b lher mother, wlich led m-e to
fear for the state of her braii. . . It would have beeni
easy for me to pro-ve these excesses in a law court by
the testimony of Counit Pellegrini, and that of eight
persons who vere in my h0ouse, to say nothing of as
many neighbours who were in a positioni to depose to the truth.
But solely occupied with saving Miss Paradis, if it were
oossible, I nleglected all the meanis to tbis end which the law

offered me.... I received, indeed, by 3T. Ost, physician to
the Court, a written order of Dr. vonStOrck, in hiis capacity of
chief physician, dated Schloenbrnnnii, May 2nd, 1779, enjoining
ine to "bbring this humbuig to ani end,' and to restore Miss
Paradis to her family if I thloughjt this could be done witlhout
dlanger. . . . I replied . . to this ill-advised order that the
)atient was niot in a condition to be remove(l without daniger to

hier life. lThe risk of death to whichl Miss Paradis was exposed
doubtless made an impression on lher father.
He -made use of the mediation of two personls of repute to

induce me to continiue to treat his daughter. I senit wordl to
Ihim that this slhould be oin condition that nieither lie nlor his
wife should again set foot in my liouse.
In fact my treatment suirpassed my- expectations, anid niine

(lays were sufficient entirely to calm tlhe convulsions anid to
cause tle disappearance of the otlher symptoms. But the blind-
ness remaine(l as before. A fortnight's treatment removed it
and restore'd tlhe oigani to the stiate in Which it was before the
iinjury: I added a fortnight 'More of instructioni in order to
improve anid consolidate her health . . . 1I. Paradis, assured as
to the good conditionl of hia daughter by M. Ost, who at his
request and witlh nmy consent, followed the progress of the
treatment, wrote a letter to my wife in which he thanked her
for her moth-lerly care. He also thanked me in a similar way,
begging me to accept his excuses in regard to thle past, and
atssuring me of his gratitude in the future. He ended by asking
me to send him hiscdaughter that slhe might breatlhe the air of
the country to whichl he was betakiing hiimself; that from there
he would seind lher back to me every time I tlhotught it necessary
for the continuance of lher inistructioni . .

I believed hiim to be in goood faith, anid sent hiim back Ihis
daughter on June 8Ui. -The next day I learnt that hiis family
spread about that she was still blind and had convulsions, and
presented her as such, forcing her to imitate convulsions ancd
blilndness. This statement was at first contradicted by personis
vlio had assured themselves of the contrarv, but it was sup-
)orted by the obscure cabal of whiclh M. Paradis was the tool
without its being possible for imie to stop its spreal by the most
trustworthy testimoniies.
Mesmer says his oppolnenits toolk adv-antage of tlle pre-

cautions wlhich he thoulght it necessary to prevent lher

being excited by visitors, as well as of the clulusiness alnd
incapacity of the girl lherself, to impugn. the rlality ofth0
eure. He insisted that vision was restored, and that it
only required to be perfected by practice anid perseverance.
A significant comment on tljis mnay be foundl in tlie testi-
muony of an impartial witness. In a passage of Grinlmm's
corresponldeniee it is stated that the girl cainie to Paris
in 1784, and astonished the public by her fine executionl
oni tlle spinet, notwithstanding the fact that slhe was
absolutely blind!
Mesmer further says tilat lhe undertook the treatment

of various diseases, among others a case of, hemiplegia
-the consequelnce of apoplexy, suppressions, vomiting
of blood, frequent colics, a convulsive sleep Since clhild-
lhood, witlh spitting of blood and chronic ophthalmia, anid
so fortlh.
We have thought it well to let Mesmer tell hiis story in

hiis own way. It will be noted tlhat lie is vague, coiifused,
and often self-contradictory in hiis statements of facts. In
all his writings which we have read there is thc samile
apparent inability to discriminate between fact and theory.
His style is intolerably prolix and wearisome, and his
niannei of dealing with the subjects lie treats, evenn whenI
it does not arouse suspicion of hiis good faiti, does nOot
create confidence in his judgemnent. It would serve no
profitable pur'pose to analyse the cases ill detail. It needl
only be pointed out that they present the characteristic
signs of hysteria. Miss Oesterline was evidently a higlhly
neurotic young woimian who suffered fromn iiienstriual. dis-
turbasice. Apart from the " animnal magnetism " shle was
treated by a. course of iron, and the cure was conpleted lby
niarriacle. There is notlhing here th-tat needs to'be ex-
plained by the operation of any uinknown force. It slhould(
be added that she hadl previously refused to have anyl-
tliing nmore to (lo with Messmer. The case of the girl
Paiadis is an incohereut-tale in- which it is inipossible now
to disentangle any stray eleoiait:t of truthl fromii the mass
of obvious misrepresentation. Whiether, this was du.9 to
self-lelusion or deliberate falsehood neednlot be discutssed.

Propositions.
In the tract from x hlliclh wve lhave beeni quoting, Mesmner

summiied up Iiis doctrine of "animiial magnetism " in time
following propositions:

1. There is a mutual inifluence betweeni the heavenly bo(lies,
the earth, anid living thinlgs.

2. A fluidl utniversally liffused an(d conitiniuous so as to leaVe
nlo vacuum, the subtility of wthich allows iio comparison, and
which by- its natutre is susceptil)le of receivilig propagatii)g aid
commnnunicating a11 the impressions of movement, is the mledlium
by whiclh this infiuenc' is exercised.

3. This reciprocal action is sutbject to mechlanical laws
hiitlherto unknown.

4. Tliere result froni this atLion alternate effects whichl may
be considered as " flux anid reflux."

5. This flux anid reflux is more or less genieral, more or less
particular, more or less compoumid, accordiiig to the niature of
the causes that (letermine it.

6. It is by this operation (the most uniiversal of those wlhichl
nature offers us) that the relations of activity between tIme
lheavenl)y bodies, the earth, aind its constituent parts are broughit
into play-.

7. The properties of m-latter an-d of the organized boJy
dlepelnd Onl this operationi.

8. The animial bdlJy feels the alternative effect of this agent,
and it is by insinuating itself into the substance of the nerx-0
that it directly affects them.

9. It iiianifests itself -particularly in the lhuman b3ody- by
properties analogous tG those of the magniet. Here cai he
distiniguished two poles equally diverse and opposed wlichl mray
be comumuniicated, chaniged, destroyed, a:nd reinforced. EN-en
the phlenomenoni of declinationi is observed.

10. The property of the animal l)ody wlichmlakes it sus-
ceptible of the influence of heavenly bodies, anld of the reciprocal
action of those that surrouLnd it, manifested by its analogy withl
the magnet, has decided mne to call it animal magnetism.

11. The actioni and the virtue of animal magnetism thins
defined may be communicated to otlher bodies aniimate anld
inanimate. Both one and the other arc nevertheless m-iore or
less suscep1iible.

12. This action and this virttie may be reinforced anid pro-
pagated by tllC- same bodlies.

13. By experiment one may note the flowof a matter tlie
subtility of wlhich penietrates all bodies without a-ny notable-
loss of activity.

14. Its actioin takes place at a long distanice witlhout the aidl of
any intermediate body.

15. It is augmented anid reflected by glasses as liglht is.
16. It is commLuniicated, propagated, aild au.;mnei1teJ 1)bv

soundlC.
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17. This magnetic virtue may be acctumulated, concentrated,.
and transported.-

18. I have said that animated bodies were inot eqtually
suisceptible; there are even some,- though -very few, which
have a property so antagonistic that their. mere presence
destroys all the effects of this magnetism in the other bo(lies.

19. This opposite force also penetrates all bodies. It may
equally be communicated, propagated, accumulated,- con-:
cenitrated, anid tranisported, reflected by glasses and propagated
bv sound, wlhich constitutes not only a privation, bhLt a positively
,antagonistic activity.

20. The magnet, whether natural or artificialf is, like other
bodies, susceptible in regard to aniimal magnetism, and even in
regard to the opposite activity, without in either case its acti6n
on iron and the needle suffering any alteration, whiclh proves
that the principle of aniimal mnagnetism differs essenltially from
that of the mineral magnetism.

21. This sN-stem will thlrow niew liglht on thenature of fire and
light as well as on the tlheory of attraction, of the flux or reflux,'
the magnet and electricity-. -

22. It will show that the artificial magnet and electricity
have, witlh regard to diseases, only lproperties that are common
to several other agents which Nature provides; anid that, if it
has lappe..ed that some useful effects have resulted from these,
they are due to animal magnetism.

23. It will be recognized-by facts, in .accoirdance with the
practical rules which I will establislh that this priniciple can
imiimediately dure diseases of tie ner-ves and mediately others.

24. That with its help the physician is enlightened as to the
use of remnedies; that it perfects their action, andl provokes
and directs saluitary crises so as to make it itself master
of tlhemii.

25. In publishing miy miethod I will show bya niew theory
of diseases the universal utility of. the principle I oppose
to them.

26. Witlh this knowledge the phlysiciani will be able to form
a certain judgement as to the origin, niature, and progress
of diseases, even the most complicated; he will check their
developmuent an(d effect a cure without ever exposing the
patient to dangerous effects or troublesonme sequels, wlhatever
be the age, temperament, or sex. Women even in the state of
pregniancy and dduring confinement wvill enjoy the same
advantage.

27. Finally, this doctrine will place the physiciani in a
position to judge accurately of the degree of hiealth of each
iiiilividual and to preserve him from the diseases to which he
niight be exposed. The art of healing will thus reach its
siupreme perfectioni.

This is the doctrine of mesmerism formulated by its
inventor. The reader will note the ingenuity by which
every therapeutic effect of whatever kind is claimed as
the effect of "animal miagnetismii." Mesmer includes even
a "maternity benefit" (Proposition 26). The prophlecy

containedl in the last proposition has not yet been
fulfilled. Undismayed by animal magnetism anid its
numerous and varied progeny, the demon of disease
still walks up and down the world seeking whom he
may devour. It must be confessed also that the art of
healing is' far from having reached its supreme perfection.
Mesmer failed, as has been said, to induce the scientific

men of Vienna to take him seriously, and the results of
his cases, even as told by himself, fully ju3tify their atti-
tude. In 1778 he shook the duLst of the Austrian capital
off hiis feet and sought a new sphere of action in Pariss.
There lhe first tried to get a hearing from the Academy of
Science and thie Academy of Medicine; but both these
learned bodies required him to treat cases in which the
nature of the disease lhad fir-st been certified by loctors,
so- that they might be able to judge of the results.
Instead of patients Mesmer, like other faitlh healers,
offered testinionials. He tlherefore turned in disgust
fronm thl men of science to the public. Being a mnan
of fine presence with the confidence in hiimself wvhkih
engenders- confidence- in otlhers,' he succeedect, probably
through the intervention of Marie Antoinette, in enterinug
into negotiations with the Minister, M. de Maurepas.
He demanded not that his miiethod should be tested, but
that it should be accepted blinidly as if it were a kin'd
of revelation. He asked for his reward that a grant
should be madle him of an estate and a clsAteau chosen by
himself. The Government seems not to have seen throtili
him, and an income of 20,000 livres with an annual sub-
vention of 10,000- francs for the establishment of a
magnetic cliniic was actually offered to him in tbhe naiuc
of the King, on condition that he should train three
persons chosen by the Government in his metlhods. It
was added that if these persons considered his discovery
useful greater r-ewards would be bestowed on him by the
Goverinment. Mesmer declined these offers, and went 6ff
with some of his patients to Spa., Deslon, a physician
wholhad been ihitiated into the mysteries of mesmerism
by tlhe prophet himself, and who, owing to his association
with him, lhad got into badlodour with the Faculty of
Medicine, then seat a memorial to thle ParlL'mncnt and
started & public clinic of his own. Mesmer fortlhwitlh
denounced his former ally as an impostor, but was induaced
by tiie offer of a large sum subscribed by believers to
rmturn. He is said to have received altogether more than
340,000 livres.
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Mesmer used all the arts of tle showman. His perform-
nices wvere gi-ven :with every accomipaniment -that couild
lhelp in raising tle e;lnthusiasm of the devotees to the
hiighlest I)itch. TIly stood in rows with hands joined,
arounid a kind of tb (baqtuet) supposed to be charged
wvith animal mllagnetismb; tthrouah holes in the lid-of the tub
p)Ljected ir4oi Pods'- whichb 'cou1ld hbe a?pplied to any part of
the body.-, TI'e hiifl-uelice of the imaginiation, tlle- dimll
religious Jight, usi, and iperfumles,.-all conmbined -with
tllh personial -insfgetism11 of 'Mesmiar himself to spread
the contagion of niervous excitelmlent amonig those presenlt.
At the riolgt imiomnenat the prophet himself would appear,
clad in lilac-dclotired
sillk with a magic
wanid in hlis- hanids.
To miakie hiis inl-
iTence more as-.as
sulred, lhe lhad dlis-
ciples wvholrl hie
could trutist aimdl.
whose faith hie
liberally reivalded(l.
In this wvay h1e is
said1 to havspent
100000 fr -Heils

e
stilled ntDAyCeeesS
of excitemenlt withi
atwave of his wand;
or if the paroxys§ms
were beyondth'iis
control, he had tliem-II

r2amoved to A padded
roomi (salle d.es
crises). Tlle w\.:hole
object of the treat-
mhent was to pro-
(bcee a (1isis
wlicilh manifest6cli
itself in conyviiil-

those seemi amongi a le
the believers at thie
tomib of the D)eaconm
lYiris.' Time Itode.
of produicing these1
"crises" x\as, be-
sides the riLbiual of
thle mlagnetic t d bwbI
already alluLdedI to,
the use of miag-
)letized iiloim r-ods,
touching withi theo
lingers, anid miagne-
tic )aosse,,. MeIsmner
imagnetized treces,
arourudI whlich be-
I i ever s r-emiained
fixedI in a kinid of
trance. Tille whiole
thing b'camiea
shiow. Mcsimer-isim ....

naturally' apipeakc d
to) exalted tempera-FG5MAi
mients. Henice, en- (Fioue fo iE Gen 5olMAnde'sE
thusiastic po iti- (erdcdfo r ue olne' i

cians, su'ch as Lafayette and d'Eprmei, were found
amiong- the devotees of Mesmer. His influence was, however,
chiiefly man-ifested in women; the " idle rich " of Paris at
thiat timie of uphieaval were easily led away by. a new
senisationi. BuLt hie did not succee:d witlh all great ladies.
Mosso2 hmias unearthedl from -a book, privately printed, anld
~entitl6d Clhoix des hJ'r.-n_oies secrets, p)our servir d 1'histoire
deC l'a )Ycpulliquc des lett-e's (Aug'ust- 27th, 1784), a cur-ious
anecdote. The Princess de Lamballe wvent to see .Mesmer
pontificate. He could niot refuse a person of such1 high rank
and influence at Court, and accordingly she saw the patients
aaround the mysterious tub, going through all the phases of
tlhe treatment. It mav be gathered that she was looked upon
as a hostile witness, and that her presence was resented
especially by the women Nvho prob4blytook it ill that an

'See BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Novemlblber 27tlh, 1909, 1). 1549, andno,<a.ll+1nr.-fl la tOR1
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intelligent wom-ian slhould be present at the Eleusisiai1,mysteries in which they played a proinent part. The
Princess asked -Mesiner to im-agnetize lier1 but lie failed. It
wNv,as. therefore,- sprAd about- among the people that the
blood royal resisted mnagnetism. Alas! her royal blood did
nlot save MHadame de-Lamballe from- the tragic fate wlhich
overtook her durinig the Revolutioni. Onie wretch boasted
that lhe had tQl- lher -leat t - ou-t. Fragmilents -of her
savaely' mangled body^wee c- rie'd -about thIe streets,
|ld were tllu-st before the eyme of hler friend M\IarieA;ntoinette in her prison.011

In m-any cases the operator s it in f-lont of the
patient fixinig- his
gaze steadily uipon
heri whilst- lie
gently presse(d the
abdoimeni witlh his
hands If that
did.i n:ot brinlg about
the' - desire(I effect,

__Mesnierm sat - close
to thle patient hold-
ing hIer le6gs, anid
kuces betwee his;
-he 'applied h'Iis,
h--ands to tlh abdo-
mieni, ann;iearly
as possible in thle
remongi of the
ovary, touchIng11ee
tile mnost: senisitive
parts, and bringF-
ing Inis ey~es closer
anad cho-ser to' her
face t|I thei r
n outhlis almI ost
touched each

.-- s ~other Mesimecr
took came to chioose
ashuis assistaats
hand(somei y onung

j m~~~nen. Naturally
-.if.. ~~~abuses arose; miany

of theo wom-eni
who went to
Mesm-tier did not
go to bemag-net-
ized. Amiong mianyv
songs of the same'
purl)ort we nieed
onolyqu8ote the fol-

-- --- ~~Quo lc charlatani

Medicine. erAvec nan aitre fraters
Gu6risse imiainte
Quileo eodentn ehelle;

cervelle,
En les thtant ne sait of,

7'. .. ...C 'estfton,

edcie, iprTr6s fou,Eo wj nry crois pag
/~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~... dii tout;

Mlais je pense qUill
niagmm6tise

TIC SYMPATHY. Par is sottise.
Karalturind die Satire in der Meditin.h ) The scandal became
so great that the Government felt it necessary that a
scientifically conducted inquiry shouLld be niade inito the
whole subject of 1aniimal magnetism."
The King therefore on March 12th, 1784, appointed a

commiission of four physicians of' the Paris Faculty of
Medicine. Withi themn were ass'ociated, at their own request,
five members of the Acade'mie Rovale d'es Sciences. Their
report, w hichi was presenited oni August 11th, 1784, is' a
documlent of the high-est importance in the hiistory of
m1iedicine, amidc as its purport has been misrepresented by
som-e writers, anid apparently read at second hand by
others, we propose to publish the fuall text in our next
issute. Perhaps some of the misunde'rstanding has~aris3mi1 from the fact that there 'were three reports-'
namely, the olne just referred to, a private one presenited
directly to tlhe 'King, a.nd a third by the Acadlemy of
Medicimic.jjeueiiDe iqtf,lYW, p. lbhT)b t2 ReviteC S'cientifio2itc, Atigiist 261;b, 189G.
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